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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Anger rises as lives upturned 


UNDETECTED CASES: Frustration mounts 
as the U.S. lags in identifying patients 


SCHOOLS CLOSE: With 20 local districts 
shuttering, parents scramble to adapt 


By Jenny Deam and 
Todd Ackerman 
STAFF WRITERS 


On Tuesday night, Jana 
Goode got an urgent video 
message from her youngest 
child’s school that two peo- 
ple at the school each had ei- 
ther direct or indirect expo- 
sure to someone who tested 
positive for the new corona- 
virus. Out of caution, the Joy 


School, a small private school 
of about 150 students, would 
shut down until March 25. 
The Houston mother of 
three was alarmed enough 
she immediately texted her 
doctor and asked how soon 
the family could get tested. 
His reply: They couldn’t. 
They didn’t meet the criteria. 
Only those with a fever, 
cough or shortness of breath 
Testing continues on A13 


Megan, 12, Jimmy, 9, and Alex Goode, 15, 
work on a puzzle as they all self-quarantine. 


By Shelby Webb 
and Jacob Carpenter 
STAFF WRITERS 


School districts across 
Greater Houston told hun- 
dreds of thousands of families 
Thursday not to send their 
kids back to school for at least 
one week as fears of the new 
coronavirus grip the region. 

More than 20 local school 
districts — including Houston, 


Cypress-Fairbanks, Katy, Fort 
Bend, Humble and Aldine 
ISDs — announced they would 
be closing next week to help 
slow the spread of the corona- 
virus. 

The closures vary in length, 
with some announced just for 
next week and Houston ISD 
remaining closed until March 
31. Those could be extended if 
circumstances change. 

Schools continues on A6 


Residents 
navigate 
world of 
tension 


Houstonians carry on 
with daily life as fears 
rise about pandemic 


By St. John Barned-Smith 
and Emily Foxhall 


STAFF WRITERS 


Verenice Martinez emerged 
from the packed Trader Joe’s in 
Montrose pushing a shopping cart 
piled high with groceries. 

It was the third shopping trip 
the 27-year-old had made in the 
last week — spurred by the spread 
of the new coronavirus. 

“Seeing how other countries are 
at astandstill, we want to be able to 
sustain ourselves at home,” she 
said, “and not be in the madness.” 

By some measures, daily life 
went on as usual Thursday — but 
there was an underlying tension to 
it all, as people in Houston, and 
around the world, confronted a 


new reality. 
They’d witnessed a torrent of 
significant developments: The 


World Health Organization labeled 
the coronavirus outbreak a pan- 
demic. The death toll in Italy rose 
above 1,000. Major sports leagues 
canceled or delayed seasons and 
tournaments. 

Houston was not spared from 
that, as the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo shut down, local 
courts postponed trials and offi- 
cials in Harris and three neighbor- 
ing counties issued disaster decla- 

Fears continues on A8 
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Travelers wearing masks exit the international terminal at George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport on Thursday in Houston. The EU has condemned new U.S. travel restrictions. 
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Coronavirus at a glance 
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In Texas Deaths 


» China declares epidemic’s 
peak bas passed. Page A12 
» Outbreak would further 
squeeze rural hospitals. 
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» Astros’ opening day pushed 
back until at least April 9. 
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» UIL still wants to complete 
state basketball tournament. 
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For the latest updates, go to 
houstonchronicle.com/ 
coronavirus 
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*]2 additional cases were repatriated to Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland 
Source: WHO, CDC, Johns Hopkins University 


How does 
this virus 
compare 

to others? 


Experts liken it more 
with SARS and MERS 
than 1918 Spanish flu 


By Todd Ackerman 


STAFF WRITER 


People want to liken the novel 
coronavirus pandemic to the 1918 
Spanish influenza, but experts say 
the more useful comparison is to 
SARS and MERS - the well-known 
cousins of the current virus. 

The good news about the com- 
parison is that the new coronavi- 
rus is significantly less likely than 
its kin to kill you. 

That’s also the bad news. 

“Any infection that’s really le- 
thal makes infected people too 
sick to walk around transmitting 
it,” said Dr. Peter Hotez, a Houston 
infectious disease specialist. 
“That’s what makes this coronavi- 
rus such a problem. It can be le- 
thal, but in most cases, it’s moder- 
ate enough that people still go 
about their business — which is 
why it’s able to infect such large 
swaths of populations.” 

No one knows the swath that 
COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the new coronavirus, ultimately 
will cut in the U.S., but experts 
agree that its combination of po- 
tential lethality and high transmis- 
sibility could cause the number of 
deaths to pile up if the spread isn’t 
checked. 

The prospects are making for 

Pandemics continues on A13 


Virus puts fans in sports purgatory 


U.S. faces prospect of an extended season 
with no games as major leagues shut down 


By David Barron 
STAFF WRITER 


For the first time in a century of 
sports as a staple of radio and tele- 
vision entertainment, Americans 
now face the prospect of an ex- 
tended season without games. 


The NCAA on Thursday can- 
celed its Division I men’s and 
women’s basketball tournaments 
and all winter and spring champi- 
onship events as a precaution 
against spreading the novel coro- 
navirus. 

In addition, Major League 


Baseball, the National Hockey As- 
sociation, Major League Soccer, 
the PGA and the XFL joined the 
National Basketball Association in 
suspending play either indefinite- 
ly or through mid-April. NASCAR 
said events will continue without 
spectators. 

It makes for a spring break un- 
like any other, to be followed by 
weeks of uncertainty for players, 

Sports continues on A13 


The UH 
men’s 
basketball 
team unloads 
its bus back 
in Houston 
on Thursday 
after the AAC 
tournament 
in Fort Worth 
was canceled. 
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